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The Hanaayee Corner 


Ciunerkiungnagelinit” 


The Office of Management Plan- 
ning and Budget, as the name indi- 
cates, hasa diverse mission. In this 
month’s Hanaayee Corner I'd like to 
acquaint you with the “planning” 
part of OMPB. 

The role of OMPB’s planning staff 
is to help district managers pre- 
pare resource management plans 
(RMP) in much the same way thata 
consultant serves a client. 

An RMP is essentially a blueprint 
for the future management of an 
area of BLM land. During the plan- 
ning process, BLM managers, staff, 
other governmental entities and 
the public examine various existing 
and potential land uses and con- 
flicts, and participate in decision 
making. 

All participants are encouraged 
to build resource partnerships in a 
multiple use context rather than 
simply advocating preservation or 
development of separate resources. 
The result of this complex and 
lengthy (2-3 year) process is a set of 
land management decisions called 
an RMP. 

OMPB, as consultant, provides 
process expertise, overall project 
management and coordination and 
document production. As client, 
the DM provides leadership in iden- 
tification of issues, formulation of 
alternatives, public involvement 
and supplying resource informa- 
tion. When all is said and done, the 
RMP belongs to the DM who uses it 
to qualify day-to-day land manage- 
ment actions. 

In addition to providing blue- 
prints for land management, RMPs 
are also the primary justification 
for resource program funding. 
Budget requests to implement RMP 
decisions compete for scarce 
agency dollars much better than 
other requests. 

Currently, our most active plan- 
ning effort involves working with 


John Rumps 
Chief, Office Management, 
Planning & Budget 


the Glennallen District in develop- 
ing the Southcentral RMP. BLM 
has high visibility in this six-mil- 
lion-acre area because much of itis 
easily accessible by road from both 
Anchorage and Fairbanks. 

The area has outstanding recrea- 
tion potential as well as important 
mineral, timber and wildlife re- 
sources. This winter the planning 
team has been developing innova- 
tive alternatives to improve man- 
agement of the commodity re- 
sources, protect wildlife habitat 
and enhance recreational opportu- 
nities for Alaskans and the state’s 
many visitors. 

Director Cy Jamison has com- 
mitted BLM to complete RMPs for 
all of Alaska by 1999. We in OMPB 
look forward to working with each 
district to meet this ambitious goal 
and improve our management of 
the public’s land and resources. 


*ciunerkiungnagellriit - planners; 
those who try to deal with the future. 
(Yupik) 


Pronounced ha nie’ yee, hanaayee 
is Koyukon Athabascan for “reporter” 
or “one who talks.” 


-COLA Update- 


Between 80 and 100 people 
turned out February 22 to hear 
the lawyers who represented fed- 
eral workers in a COLA lawsuit 
give an update on OPM’s final 
rules on setting the Cost of Living 
Allowance. 

Key points of their message: 

(1) Nothing’s going to happento 
your pay for six to nine months; 

(2) The way the rate is calcu- 
lated has been improved; and 

(3) Be ready to rally behind the 
committee if OPM proposes to 
drop the rates. 

“Employees need to get organ- 
ized for when OPM comes out 
with the new rates,” said 
McConaughy. “There will only be 
60 days in which to act. The most 
effective pressure on OPM would 
come through the agencies.” 

McConaughy and Paul Ahern of 
Foster, Pepper and Shefelman 
detailed some of the changes in 
the way the new rate will be set. 
OPM now has to compare the 
same items here as in D.C. (for 
example, they can’t compare the 
cost of a wool suit in D.C. witha 
polyester one here). They will 
continue to do housing surveys, 
but now will contract out to getan 
impartial survey and will use a 
mix of housing that will include 
both historic and current costs 
for both areas. 

Other improvements were 
made in the medical area. In the 
past OPM compared insurance 
costs only. They will now com- 
pare the same plans and will take 
into account costs that exceed 
“usual and accustomed” medical 
charges. 

“OPM has the discretion to do 
gradual reductions in the COLA,” 
said McConaughy, “but the set- 
tlement specifies that they'll de- 
fine ‘gradual’ and will notify us 
what the definition is.” 

If you'd like to help the COLA 
defense committee in the fight for 
COLA, call Sharon Rathbun at 
Minerals Management Service - 
261-4419. 


Cyclone Cy 


Hits Alaska 


by Dave Vickery 


Alaska greeted BLM’s new director, Cy Jamison, 
with a typically memorable event. Mt. Redoubt 
burped as Director Jamison and John Laxalt, his 
special assistant, were winging north from Seattle, 
and they were diverted to the Juneau airport for afew 
hours. 

Aside from that momentary delay, the next few days 
passed in a quick blur as Jamison, along with BLM 
Alaska’s new state director, Ed Spang, held a series 
of meetings with conservation and mining groups 
and they attended the Iditarod race mushers’ ban- 
quet. Jamison presented awards to groups who 
provided volunteer support for BLM. The visitors got 
a flavor of the importance of the Iditarod to Alaska 
and a first-hand look at the mushers. 

Alaska BLM employees gave Jamison a warm re- 


ception at all employee meetings held in Anchorage, 
Glennallen and Fairbanks. 

Jamison plans to come back soon, possibly as 
early as this spring. 


Assignment: ANTARCTICA 


by Teresa McPherson 


“It was the adventure ofa lifetime,” says Cadastral’s 
Dave Bieganski. Bieganski returned to BLM in Feb- 
ruary following a 15-month assignment with the 
U.S.G.S., which included a year at tle National Sci- 
ence Foundation’s 
South Pole Station at 
Antarctica. 

In October ’88 after in- 
tense screening, which 
included a thorough 
physical and psychologi- 
cal examination, Bie- 
ganski flew to McMurdo 
Station in New Zealand. 

“During the summer 
more than 100 people 
lived at the station. But 
by fall, twenty of us, 18 
men and 2 women, 
stayed behind,” ex- 
plained Bieganski. 

“Our mission was to 
run specified experi- 
ments and maintain smooth operation of the Mtoe 
for 36 weeks of isolation. I tracked satellites and 
interpreted seismic data. So my head was either out 
in space or buried deep in the earth!” 


The station consisted of three main buildings inside 
a geodesic dome measuring 52' high and 165' wide. 
“The buildings were built like refrigerators, but you 
heat the inside instead!” said Bieganski. “My room 
was 6x9' and held two bunks and all our clothing.” 

ro recreation the station boasted a small gym, 

weight room, sauna, 
extensive book and 
video library, “and all 
the snow we cared to 
eat!” laughed Biegan- 
ski. “We also had an ex- 
cellent chef; the food 
was outstanding.” 

Bieganski’s phone 
never stops ringing as 
he finds himself in de- 
mand _ by co-workers, 
friends and various 
groups who eagerly quiz 
him for details of his 
South Pole sojourn. 

“It was quite an experi- 
ence in interpersonal re- 
lations, as well as how to 
handle stress,” says epicsanald. 

“I'm considering eventually using the past year’s 
earnings to pursue a masters degree,” he says...Just 
as soon as his phone stops ringing! 


Meet RAPS Student 
Christine Roberts 


by Oonagh M. Springer 


“Everyone was so serious. I was just kind of my 
buoyant little self.” That’s how 18-year-old Christine 
Roberts described her first impression of life in BLM’s 
Kobuk District Office. 

Graduating with honors (Salutatorian) from Tanana 
High Schoolin 1989 and growing up in an Athabaskan 
Indian village, 100 miles from Fairbanks, helped earn 
Roberts entrance into BLM’s Resource Apprenticeship 
Program for Students (RAPS). 

RAPS provides work experience forjunior and senior 
high school students from the villages. 

The perky young woman provided administrative 
support while working in the office in Fairbanks. She 
counted silver salmon at Shaktoolik on Norton Sound, 
tagged stakes at Nome, staked easements at White 
Mountain, helped with a compliance inspection of an 
active placer mine at Tofty, 20 miles from Manley Hot 
Springs, and she put together reindeer grazing maps 
for Kobuk’s range program. 

“I learned a lot about land—how BLM takes care of 
it, manages it. It will be useful ifI decide to go into land 
law.” Roberts is currently in her freshman year at the 
University of Alaska Fairbanks where she is enrolled 
as a pre-law major. 

She excels in college just as she did in high school. 
Last semester, she carried 17 credits and made the 
dean’s list. This semester she is carrying 18 credits. 

Roberts is still debating whether to work for BLM 
next summer. “Imay need a break after an intense year 
in college and most of all I miss my family and home.” 

Family, for Roberts, is the root of her resiliency. Her 
grandmother, in particular, is the source of her 
strength in times of stress. “Grandma’s always there,” 
she says. 

“Roberts’ sense of humor and her exceptional intel- 
ligence made her a pleasure to work with,” says Joan 
Boyd, Kobuk District secretary. 


Christine Roberts (in stern) and a friend enjoy paddling on 
an Alaskan lake. 


AFS Manager Gene Schloemer learns to use his new Epic 
computer, taught by his secretary, Bev Lujan. (photo by 
Dan Gullickson) 


Welcome Gene Schloemer 


by Oonagh M. Springer 


Gene Schloemer (pronounced Shlay-mer), is BLM’s 
new Alaska Fire Service manager. 

Schloemer arrived Jan. 31 from Boise, Idaho, where 
his former positions include Boise District associate 
district manager; chief of resources; and branch chief 
of lands, minerals and recreation of the New Mexico 
State Office. 

Schloemer began his career as a range conserva- 
tionist in Idaho Falls in 1967. 

Born in 1932 in West Bend, Wisconsin, Schloemer 
graduated from Utah State University with a degree in 
range management. He is married and has two grown 
children. 

“I like an open style management where I can 
provide an atmosphere where people can succeed, 
advance, and be provided challenges.” 

Schloemer and his wife are avid runners, mountain 
climbers and river runners. They participate in 10 to 
15 races a year, including marathons. 

They have scaled peaks in Nepal, Central America 
and Mexico. Schloemer is already beginning to organ- 
ize a climb for next autumn. 

“One of my most memorable river trips was a pri- 
vately organized run down the Colorado River. 

“I love Alaska,” he says. It is easy to see that both his 
personal and management philosophy will ensure a 
comfortable and effective niche for him here at his new 
home in Fairbanks. 


Sarge Waller - BLM's Man in Ada 


This tough ex-marine sergeant and riverboat 
pilot who plies the mighty Yukon is not only a 
colorful, local personality in the city of Eagle, 
Alaska, he is the Bureau of Land Management’s 
representative in this tiny, isolated community 
on the American bank of the Yukon River. 


by Bob Burritt 


His well-deserved reputation 
and his many adventures in life 
helped earn him mentions in John 
McPhee’s book, Coming Into the 
Country, and in the book Yukon 
Wild. 

Visitors search out Clarence 
‘Sarge’ Waller after hearing word- 
of-mouth recommendations on 
who and what to see when visiting 
Eagle. Sarge Waller is a likeable 
host who conducts impromptu 
tours of Fort Egbert almost daily, 
often when he is off duty. 

He combines his knowledge of 
the Eagle Historical District and 
Fort Egbert with anecdotes about 
the personalities he has met over 
time to make an interesting tour 
with amusing stories. 

“Some of the tour guides just 
open the buildings and let the 
people walk around. But people 
like to hear stories and I have a lot 
of them. They make the tours 
more interesting and the people 
really appreciate it,” Waller said. 

Waller has worked for BLM on 
and off since the 1960s, when he 
lived near Glennallen, Alaska. 
Waller began working with the 
preservation and maintenance of 
historic Fort Egbert and BLM’s 
Eagle campground in the 1970s. 

Aman known for teamwork and 
achievement, Waller helps people 
out any time he can. For his 
Steese/White Mountains District 
co-workers, he provides transpor- 
tation when they’re in his area, 
checks out land use activities 
around Eagle, and reports infor- 
mation back to the Tok office. 


When the community or another 
agency needs help, Waller is right 
there. In 1988 he responded to a 
major accident when a tour bus 
slipped off the mountain road a 
short way out of town and rolled 
down a steep bank. Most of the 
tourists needed emergency medical 
care and transportation into the 
Fairbanks hospital. Waller helped 
the rescue effort run more 
smoothly. 

Waller was once the mayor of the 
city of Eagle where, as he puts it, 
“the city is so small that everyone 
eventually gets elected to serve at 
least one term.” If you wander by 
the Eagle Trading Co. Cafe, you 
might catch sight of Sarge in casual 
conversation with Senator Ted 
Stevens, or with any number of 
local residents, just picking up on 
the daily activities. 

Waller’s personable qualities 
endear him to people, but he canbe 
stern when the situation warrants. 

As BLM’s liaison in Eagle, Waller 
makes preliminary contacts with 
individuals and organizations in 
the city of Eagle and Eagle Village, 
and with visitors to those commu- 
nities. Although his tasks are 
usually to gather or provide infor- 
mation, sometimes his message 
may affect a person or the commu- 
nity adversely. Waller says, “You - 
got to remember that I've got to live 
with these people all year ‘round.” 
He’s right, and he deserves a lot of 
credit for being BLM’s man in 
Eagle. 


Hydrologist Keeps Head Above Water 


sll lt ve t 
Steese/Wnite Mountains District hydrologist Jon Kostohrys 
shows how a high-water mark is left by a cork that floats 
inside a measuring stick. The mark indicates how high the 
water was when the river crested. (photo by Richard Kemnitz) 


Obtaining and maintaining water 
rights to three national wild and sce- 
nic rivers is the Steese/White Moun- 
tains District hydrology program's 
first priority. 


by Sharon Durgan 


The lean, 6-foot-4-inch frame of Jon Kostohrys was 
rarely seen in the office last summer. As the new 
hydrologist for the Steese/White Mountains District, 
he spent weeks in the field collecting data and getting 


acquainted with the district’s long-dormant hydrol- 
ogy program. Hydrology encompasses soil, water and 
air quality. 

“I've spent my first year getting my feet wet, so to 
speak,” Kostohrys said. This winter he is setting up 
computer programs, analyzing data and planning 
next field season. He hopes to cover the district’s 7.5 
million acres by streamlining procedures. 

The state granted Beaver Creek water rights in 
1989, a first for BLM nationwide. “Now we have to 
maintain those rights,” Kostohrys says. “The applica- 
tion for water rights used theoretical data for water 
flows. To support BLM’s claim, we targeted three 
locations on Beaver Creek and collected physical data 
by gauging the water levels in each place over the 
summer.” 

Kostohrys will install water level recorders in Birch 
Creek and Fortymile River this summer, and map 
cross-sections of the rivers. 

BLM will apply for water rights in Birch Creek and 
the Fortymile in 1991 and 1992. “This time we will 
have some concrete data,” Kostohrys said. 

Hydrology and placer mining are inseparable. Kos- 
tohrys contributes hydrologic information to environ- 
mental assessments of proposed mining operations, 
using computer models to design reconstruction of 
stream channels. 

“Td like to survey stream channels before and after 
mining and reclamation for several years to see how 
the sites react, and determine the best techniques for 
each area,” Kostohrys says. 

“In the Nome Creek riparian restoration project, for 
example, wildlife biologist Winston Hobgood and I 
hope to get Nome Creek back into one channel, and 
reduce erosion with landscaping. Adding deep over- 
wintering pools and stable rock riffles would enhance 
the grayling habitat.” 

Kostohrys came to BLM in May 1989 with 10 years 
of USGS experience in stream gauging and water 
survey, and six years of land surveying and topo- 
graphic mapping with private industry. 

Originally from Illinois, he started working sum- 
mers in Alaska in 1972, returning to Michigan State . 
each fall to complete graduate work in limnology and 
aquatic ecology. Moving to Alaska in 1976, he got 
hooked on raising and training sled dogs for pleasure 
and racing. 

Thinking over the mountain of work ahead, the 
serious-looking Kostohrys strokes his beard and 
observes, with just a tiny glint of humor in his eye, “I 
just hope I can keep my head above water.” 


Susan Flora: 


The Birdlady 
of the Steese 


by Sharon Durgan Wilson 


Along the snow-drifted deck, chickadees and pine 
grosbeaks scavenged sunflower seeds, cracking hulls 
and extracting nutmeats with great precision. 
Nearby, common and hoary redpolls and a few gray 
jays fight over a mixture of sunflower seeds and white 
millet. 

The ability of these tiny, feathered creatures to 
survive Interior Alaska’s winter temperatures is a 
testimony to their toughness. Although they can 
survive by foraging, some Fairbanks people help 
them along by feeding them through the winter. In 
_ return, the birds provide many hours of fascinating 
entertainment and lively color. 

Susan Flora, a natural resource specialist on the 
minerals staff of the Steese/White Mountains Dis- 
trict, and her husband, Mike Cooney, have 10 feeding 
stations in a three-quarter acre area around their 
Fairbanks home. “The birds seem to know who has 
food and what kind. I'd love to know how the bird 
telegraph works because we had about 20 redpolls at 
first, then 40 and now around 200,” says Flora. 


Susan Flora and Mike Cooney put 
out 50-60 pounds of food each 
week. 


Feeding the birds takes dedication. “Every morning 
I check the feeding stations, scrape off the guana and 
add bird feed,” says Flora. “We offer crushed egg and 
oyster shells, which add calcium to their diet. They 
also like to eat sand, fine gravel and some silt from the 
driveway, which we hand shovel for them. 
“Watching the birds in action is addictive. Each 
type has its own personality. The chickadees and 
woodpeckers prefer suet mixed with peanut butter 
and corn meal made into cakes or stuck into holes in 
a birch log. The grosbeaks and redpolls prefer to eat 


Susan Flora adds scoops of mixed bird food to feeders on 
her deck. (photo by Dan Gullickson) 


sunflower seeds, sometimes mixed with ground raw 
suet,” Says Flora. 

“The funniest thing to watch is our cats at the picture 
window,” Flora said. “They watch the birds all day, 
tails twitching and paws itching. Somehow, the birds 
realize that the cats can’t get out, and they feed off the 
windowsill, not two inches from a cat’s nose.” 

Flora expects the feeders will be used until June 
when the birds’ natural food supply is enriched. 


Employee 
Excellence 
Participants 
Get an Earful 


by Sue Mitchell 


Participants in the Employee 
Excellence Seminar held in Fair- 
banks, November 13-17, got a 
first-hand look at the conflicts that 
plague natural resource managers 
trying to make decisions about the 
public lands. 

Apanelofexperts ranging from a 
mining consultant to a travel in- 
dustry specialist, to an environ- 
mentalist, discussed two hypo- 
thetical land use proposals for a 
class of 35 BLM employees. 

The panelists were presented 
with two scenarios. In the first, a 
toxic waste dump was proposed for 
an area northeast of Lake Minchu- 
mina. The site would include sev- 
eral homesites, and a new railway 
and road would be built from 
Nenana, 80 miles away. 

The second scenario involved 
building a hydroelectric dam 
across the Chatanika River at 
about mile 63 on the Steese High- 
way, to provide electricity to Fair- 
banks. The reservoir would cover 
about 3,000 acres, including sev- 
eral active mining claims and a 
major discovery of chromite, a 
mineral of vital national interest. 

The scenarios sparked some 
spirited debate, and clearly dem- 
onstrated that no issue is black or 
white; there are many shades of 
gray. 

The Employee Excellence Semi- 
nar is designed to introduce new 
employees to BLM. Over the 
course of a week, the employees 
study the history of BLM, its or- 
ganization, careers in BLM, relat- 
ing to BLM’s publics, BLM and you 
in the future, and interpersonal 
skills like communication and 
conflict resolution. 


Fred Blixt Cabin Renovated 


by Sue Mitchell 


The Fred Blixt cabin at milepost 62 on the Elliot Highway, north of 
Fairbanks, has been refurbished and is now sheltering travelers to the 
Livengood area. 

Last summer BLM carpenters Al Cunningham, Bill Baker, Chris 
Workman, Billy Patterson and Ken Bowman replaced the foundation logs 
and flooring, replaced the old dirt-insulated roof with Styrofoam insula- 
tion and tin roofing, built a new porch and woodshed, replaced the 
shutters and doors, repainted the outhouse, and built a new picnic table. 

This winter the carpenters are building new furniture to be installed 
this spring. 

Built by Swedish trapper and prospector Fred Blixt in the mid-1930s 
and renovated by BLM for public use in 1973, the cabin is booked almost 
every weekend year-round. 

Over the years, vandals had wrecked the woodshed, and rotting logs 
had made the floor unsafe. 

Thanks to the efforts of the BLM carpenters and Kobuk District 
personnel, the public can sample a small piece of frontier Alaska at the 
renovated Fred Blixt cabin. 


Workwise or Otherwise 


Jeff Evans, son of ASO’s Larry Evans, Branch Chief 
for Cadastral Examinations and Records, was named 
an all conference defenseman at this year’s Region 4 
Hockey Tournament by the Anchorage area high 
school coaches and 1st Team All State by coaches. 

He was further recognized by the Russian Jack 
Rotary as one of five recipients of a$1,000 scholarship 
awarded for hockey participation and scholastic rec- 
ord. He will use the scholarship to further his educa- 
tion while hopefully playing in a Division I program in 
the Lower 48. 


ASO Land Law Examiner Dot Keifer’s soft bodied- 
porcelain doll again won first place in the Hobbyist 
Division of the Fur Rondy Competition. Keifer makes 
her dolls completely from scratch, doing her own 
painting, design and styling of clothes. 

Every Christmas she donates a doll to BLM’s charity 
drive. 


This year is the 25th anniversary of the Alaska 
Survey and Mapping Conference held February 6-9. 
The conference, which was attended by more than 
500 federal, state, private and student representa- 
tives involved in professional land surveying, cartog- 
raphy, photogrammetry and GIS/LIS, was a success 
largely due to the efforts of several Alaska BLMers. 
They are as follows: 

Dayle Sherba, Conference Chairperson 

Mike Birtles, keynote speaker coordinator and judge on 
the Awards Committee 

Dorothy Bonds, BLM exhibits coordinator 

Tom Deiling, John Toms and John Farnsworth, panel 
members 

Tom Eidel and John Roberts, judges on Awards Com- 
mittee 

Dave Evans and Doug Lalla, Preparation of AutoCAD 
display for AutoCAD Workshop 

Dave Lavimodier, set up AutoCAD workstation in exhibit 
hall 

Gust Panos, coordinated AutoCAD workstation in exhibit 
hall 

Sandor Feher, conference photographer 

Linda Frazer, finance chairperson 

Mary Hartel, presented a paper 

Carolyn Haynes, April Hubbard, and Phil Wilkins, 
registration staff 

John Sroufe, registration co-chairperson 

Terry Hobbs, sign-maker 

Kris Staffeldt, parking coordinator 


CORRECTION: Apologies to all Montana fans for 
misplacing UM at Bozeman in the last issue. UM, of 
course, is in Missoula. 


The State Department of Education’s Migrant 
Education Program has received a $25,000 grant to 
fund a RAPS (Resource Apprenticeship Program for 
Students) pilot program. “We hope to fund up to 
seven students with this grant this summer,” says 
RAPS coordinator Bob Jones. 


For the eighth time, Anchorage District realty 


‘specialist Martin Hanson competed in the Iditiski. 


Last month Hansen placed 9th in a field of 17, skiing 
86 miles from Knik Lake to Big Susitna River and 
back. The original race route from Knik Lake to 
Skwentna (208 miles) was shortened due to extremely 
cold weather. 


Carmella Clary, BLM Alaska’s oldest employee, 
retired last month to an overflow crowd at a luncheon 
held in her honor at the Campbell Tract warehouse. 
Clary (in her 70’s), a longtime procurement agent at 
the Campbell Tract, is known for her helpfulness and 
colorful attire. She began her federal career 15 years 
ago and has worked with the BLM the last 13 years. 
Most recently she was credited with saving the BLM 
Cadastral Survey $65,000. 


Anchorage District archaeologist Julie Steele 
addressed the 17th Annual Meeting of the Alaska 
Anthropological Association in Fairbanks where she 
gave papers on the Unalakleet River Revisted, Trade 
Settlement and Subsistence on the Kaltag Portage and 
Upper Chilkat Valley: Archaeological Investigations at 
Three Rock Shelters. The meeting was hosted by the 
BLM Fairbanks district offices. 


Earthquake Trivia Quiz 


T F Duetorecent scientific advances, earthquakes can 
now be accurately predicted. 

T F There is a direct correlation between earthquakes 
and certain phases of the moon. 

T F There is a direct correlation between earthquakes 
and increased solar activity. 

T F_ Brick homes are the least likely to sustain damage 
during a moderate or major earthquake. 

T F_ IfI wished to escape earthquake hazards, I should 
move to the Midwest. 

T F Seismic waves are accurately detected with a scien- 
tific instrument called a tiltmeter. 

T F Ifa major earthquake were to occur while I was 
driving a car, I should slow down to 10 mph and 
proceed with extreme caution. 

T F_ Since the 1964 earthquake released a great 
amount of stored tension, there is little need to 
worry about another great earthquake in 
Southcentral Alaska. 

*See answers on page 12. 


Tim Grinnell, new receptionist at the Fairbanks office, 
provides information to Kimberly and Steve Iverson. 


Meet Tim Grinnell, switchboard operator in the 
Fairbanks Office. Friendly and easy-going, Grin- 
nell has a seemingly bottomless reservior of friend- 
liness, sincerity and patience. 

Born and raised in Michigan, Grinnell accompa- 
nied his family north to Palmer in 1969 when his 
father decided Alaska would be a better place to 
raise children. 

A major in geology at the University of Alaska in 
Fairbanks brought Grinnell to Fairbanks. 

“I'm taking a break from school to support my wife 
and three children,” he says. “By the time I have my 
career status with BLM, I may be able to return to 
school to finish my bachelor’s degree. Then I hope 
to get on with BLM as a district geologist.” 


Last month Bill Athas called a Support Services branch 
meeting and gave away more than $25,000 worth of 
awards divided among 27 employees. Athas believes 
the best way to reward employees is with words of 
praise and cash. Division chief Fran Eickbush and 
acting State Director Les Rosenkrance were in atten- 
dance. 


‘Al pplause 


Sustained Superior Performance 


Clemencia Florez, Miscellaneous Documents Examiner, 
ASO Division of Conveyance Management 

Walter Bohna, Land Surveyor, ASO Division of Information 
Resources Management 

Susan Erickson, Chief, Document Processing, ASO Divi- 
sion of Conveyance Management 

Scott Sanderford, Laborer, ASO Division of Support Serv- 
ices 

Ned Darling, Maintenance Mechanic Foreman, ASO Divi- 
sion of Support Services 

Charlotte Hall, Support Services Clerk, ASO Division of 
Support Services 

John Montgomery, Supervisory Management Assistant, 
ASO Division of Support Services 

Lavanda Young, Mail Clerk, ASO Division of Support Serv- 
ices 

Brenda Moeller, Data Administrator, ASO Division of Infor- 
mation Resources Management 

Dorine McCall, Secretary, ASO Division of Information 
Resources Management 

Donna Koontz, Miscellaneous Documents Examiner, ASO 
Division of Information Resources Management 

Mary Huntington, Miscellaneous Documents Examiner, 
ASO Division of Information Resources Management 

Dominic Bernardo, Cartographic Technician, ASO Division 
of Information Resources Management 

Mary Krizan, Procurement Clerk, ASO Division of Support 
Services 

Dean Crabbs, Criminal Investigator, ASO Division of Sup- 
port Services 

Shirley Rackley, Mail and File Clerk, ASO Division of Sup- 
port Services 

Michael Rose, Aircraft Freight Leader Foreman, ASO Divi- 
sion of Support Services 

Margaret Pannett, Miscellaneous Documents Examiner, 
ASO Division of Support Services 

Carol Canterbury, Lead Miscellaneous Documents Exam- 
iner, ASO Division of Support Services 

Daniel Ontiveros, Land Surveyor, ASO Division of Cadas- 
tral Survey 

Scott Twenhofel, Land Surveyor, ASO Division of Cadastral 
Survey 

Willard Olson, Land Surveyor, ASO Division of Cadastral 
Survey 

Michael Nolen, Warehouse Worker, ASO Division of Sup- 
port Services 

Robert Risch, Motor Vehicle Operator, ASO Division of 
Support Services 

Donald Alexander, Secretary, Anchorage District 

Joan Steltenpohl, Computer Assistant, ASO Division of 
Information Resources Management 

Clifford Cullings, Electronics Mechanic Foreman, ASO 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Michael Wilson, Supervisory Land Surveyor, ASO Division 
of Cadastral Survey 

Frank Hardt, Supervisory Land Surveyor, ASO Division of 
Cadastral Survey 

Richard Williams, Maintenance Worker, ASO Division of 
Support Services 


Patricia Moreno, Supervisory Land Law Examiner, ASO 
Division of Conveyance Management 

Arvilla McAllister, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Ann Pederson, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of Con- 
veyance Management 

Dorothy Tideman, Navigable Waters Specialist, ASO Divi- 
sion of Conveyance Management 

Ann Richardson, Supervisory Staff Coordinator, ASO Divi- 
sion of Information Resources Management 

Jenice Prutz, Lead Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Gioconda Lewis, Support Services Supervisor, ASO Divi- 
sion of Support Services 

Brenda Felchlin, Procurement Clerk, ASO Division of 
Support Services 

Arlene Rocker, Realty Specialist, ASO Divison of Informa- 
tion Resources Management 


Special Act 


Charlene Montague, Motor Vehicle Operator, ASO Division 
of Support Services 

Aaron Maltba, Procurement Clerk, ASO Division of Support 
Services 

James Mroczek, Visual Information Specialist, ASO Public 
Affairs . 

Carolyn Bailey, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Ralph Basner, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of Con- 
veyance Management 

Barbara Knudsen, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Kathryn Tietz, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of Con- 
veyance Management 

Sylvia Hale, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of Convey- 
ance Management 

Eve Heavner, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of Convey- 
ance Management 

Betty Ostby, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of Convey- 
ance Management 

Steven Sandy, Warehouse Worker, ASO Division of Support 
Services 

Melvin D’Anza, Warehouse Worker, ASO Division of Sup- 
port Services 

Christine Sitbon, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Pat Underwood, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of 
Conveyance Management 

Linda Resseguie, Hearings Officer, ASO Division of Convey- 
ance Management 

Constance Monroe, Supervisory Employee Relations Spe- 
cialist, ASO Division of Support Services 

Robert Jones, RAPS Coordinator, ASO Division of Support 
Services 

Nancy Brainerd, Employee Relations Assistant, ASO Divi- 
sion of Support Services 


Quality Step hcreas 6 _— 


Mary Bertini, Contract Specialist, ASO Division of Support 
Services 
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Juana Fischer, Miscellaneous Documents Examiner, ASO 
Division of Conveyance Management 

April Hubbard, Secretary, ASO Division of Cadastral Survey 

Laura Matus, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of Convey- 
ance Management 

Dorothy Kieffer, Miscellaneous Documents Examiner, ASO 
Division of Conveyance Management 


On-the-Spot Cash Award 


Lenny Gallivo, Computer Programmer, ASO Information 
Resources Management 

Jerry Cartwright, Computer Specialist, ASO Division of 
Information Resources Management 

Connie Teffeteller, Position Classification Specialist, ASO 
Division of Support Services 

Carol Taylor, Lead Contact Representative, ASO Division of 
Support Services 


Length of Service 


10 -Year Pin 


Daniel Webb, Supervisory Cartographic Technician, ASO 
Division of Cadastral Survey 

Michael Wrabetz, Environmental Planner, ASO Office of 
Management, Planning and Budget 

Joan Biggs, Land Law Examiner, ASO Division of Convey- 
ance Management 

George Casteel, Maintenance Mechanic, Fairbanks Sup- 
port Center 

Carl Persson, Geologist, Anchorage District 

Robert Lee, Supervisory Forest Technician, AFS 

Eleazar Baker, Carpenter, Fairbanks Support Center 


20 -Year Pin 
John Miller, Electronics Mechanic, ASO Division of Infor- 


mation Resources Management 
Gary Dunning, Forestry Technician, AFS 


Retirement 


Carmela Clary, Purchasing Agent, ASO Division of Support 
Services 


Welcome Aboard 
(February 1990) 


Bonnie R. Johnson, Supervisory Employee Relations 
Specialist, ASO Division of Support Services 

Debra A. Escalera, Clerk-Typist, ASO Division of Support 
Services 

Rick Willey, Electronics Mechanic, ASO Division of Ca- 


dastral Survey 
Moving On 
(February 1990) 


Kristine A. Conquergood, Personnel Officer, ASO Divi- 
sion of Support Services 

Donna E. Koontz, Miscellaneous Documents Examiner, 
ASO Division of Information Resources Management 
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Jones Helps Develop International 
Disaster Assistance Team 


by Sue Mitchell 


Whether it’s an earthquake in 
Mexico City, a volcanic eruption in 
Columbia or a typhoon hitting the 
Phillipines, the organization that 
lends a hand is the State 
Department’s Office of Foreign 
Disaster Assistance, or OFDA. 

OFDA often calls upon the Forest 
Service for expertise in disaster 
management. Former BLM Alaska 
Fire Service (AFS) employee Tom 
Frey now works for the Forest 
Service’s Disaster Assistance Sup- 
port Program in Washington, D.C. 

Frey asked AFS’s Mark Jones to 
help develop a disaster assistance 
response team (DART) similar to 
the incident command system 
used in fire.. 

Jones wrote position descrip- 
tions for DART positions in logis- 
tics, aviation, safety and finance. 
He also helped create forms based 
on the wildfire community’s re- 
source order, warehouse issue, 
transportation manifest and trans- 


portation tracking forms, with in- 
structions for their use. 

OFDA has caches of equipment 
and supplies all over the world, and 
employees who monitor local 
events and report disasters or de- 
veloping long-term disasters. The 
Forest Service maintains a roster of 
qualified people specializing in all 
types of disaster relief and natural 
resources management, available 
for short-term and long-term as- 
signments. 

“What they do is a lot like what 
AFS does, only on an international 
scale,” says Jones. It was fascinat- 
ing.” 


*All answers to the earthquake trivia quiz on page 9 are false. 
What do you do if an earthquake hits? See pg. 48 of the 
white pages of the current Anchorage phone book for the answers. 
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